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One World Media’s mission is to support strong vibrant and 
independent media coverage on developing countries that empowers 

citizens, promotes justice and creates social impact.

At One World Media we are focused on the development of first class independent 
journalism from developing countries.

In 2019, we championed media that brings audiences new perspectives on the world and 
has the power to create change. Filmmakers and journalists such as OWM Award winner, 
Sahra Mani whose powerful documentary A Thousand Girls Like Me sheds light on sexual 
abuse in Afghanistan, and OWM Fellow Caleb Somtochukwu Okereke, reporting from 
Uganda on dance classes that are combating the stigma surrounding mental illnesses.

At the same time, we have seen the increasing pressure and dangers journalists and 
filmmakers face worldwide. Media freedom will continue to be at the heart of our mission, 
supporting the insightful, courageous and necessary work being done all over the world 
by journalists and filmmakers willing to report the truth.

“This past year we have supported filmmakers and journalists from more countries than 
ever before. Working with new talent across the world, from Colombia to Uganda, we have 
enjoyed playing our part to take their stories from the spark of an idea to distribution.”

Gemma Bradshaw, One World Media Director
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We seek out and champion aspiring filmmakers and journalists covering underreported stories.

AIM: Build the capacity of emerging filmmakers and journalists covering stories from and about 
developing countries on their path to establishing themselves in the media industry.  

WE CHAMPION

“Being a part of the scheme was like a bubble 
of support. I hadn’t been in the film industry or 
journalism before I started. Although I knew that 
I loved telling stories, I would’ve never just gone 
out and done it. I felt like I had this backing, and 
my idea had been endorsed by people who knew 
what they were talking about, so that made things 
possible that I wouldn’t have done otherwise.”

Charanpreet Khaira, Fellow

“As a beginner filmmaker, with a part-time 
waitress job, I didn’t have any opportunities 
to film abroad for long periods of time, so 
couldn’t tell the story I wanted to tell. But when 
I was awarded the Fellowship, I was finally 
able to create the film, and gained so much 
experience which opened doors into the world of 
professional visual storytelling!

I was able to use examples from the Fellowship 
journey to answer many experience-based 
questions during interviews. Now I’m a video 
journalist for BBC Russian Service in Belarus.”

Tatsiana Yanutsevich, Fellowship Alumni

“Julie was an excellent workshop leader and covered 
a lot of very useful material in a tight timeframe. 
She was very good at facilitating discussion and 
was generous with her insights and expertise.” 

Giles Pitts, International Reporting Workshop

Our Fellowship supports new talent to produce 
engaging and creative media in developing countries. We 
welcomed 12 talented filmmakers and journalists to our 
2019 Fellowship, reflecting our continued commitment 
to support emerging talent from all over the world.

Alongside our annual Fellowship Showcase screenings, 
we launched OWM Presents. An online space to discover 
the incredible selection of short films, photo essays and 
articles created by the alumni of One World Media.

Our packed events calendar brought together the 
industry’s top decision-makers to debate pressing topics 
such as environmental reporting and press freedom, and 
created opportunities for new talent to meet gatekeepers 
and develop their skills.



Through all our programmes we are building connections between emerging and established 
players in the media and international development sector. 

AIM: Bring together a global network of filmmakers, journalists, commissioners and 
NGOs that support one another to produce media that empowers citizens, 

promotes justice and fosters social change.

“It’s the kind of audience I never dreamed of when 
conceiving the project.”

Owen Kean, GSDF Filmmaker 2019

Documentary filmmaker Owen Kean’s project 
was acquired by VICE as a result of the one-to-
one pitch meeting at the 2019 Forum. Pakistan’s 
Forgotten Dead has over 300,000 views on 
YouTube and 2 million views on Facebook to date.

“I learned so much. It’s the first time I have 
ever made a pitch to any platform whatsoever, 
and it’s been such a good experience to be 
able to talk about my film to prospective 
commissioners, to funders, and people 
interested in genuine human stories.”

Damilola Onafuwa, GSDF Filmmaker 2019

“It’s an amazing thing to have this new network 
of colleagues all across the world who are 
making such incredible and fascinating work. 
I’ve seen some beautiful films here, some 
incredible stories and great storytelling. The 
filmmakers are such a diverse and interesting 
group, and it feels like we’re all friends even 
though we’ve only known each other five days.”

Isobel Cockerell, GSDF Filmmaker 2019

Through all our programmes we are building connections 
between emerging and established players in the media 
and international development sector. 

The Global Short Docs Forum returned for its second 
edition, connect emerging filmmakers of documentary 
shorts with digital platforms. For the 2019 Forum, 16 
short doc filmmakers, 7 digital platforms and a range 
of industry experts gathered at Docudays UA in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. The 4-day workshop was an incredible whirlwind 
of masterclasses, storytelling, collaborating, mentoring 
and pitching.

The Forum gives filmmakers the space to learn to 
navigate the new marketplace. Commissioners gain 
access to storytellers they might not otherwise reach, 
as well as a chance to share their own perspectives and 
expertise.
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WE CONNECT



THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
One World Media’s work is made possible by the support of a growing network of 

filmmakers, journalists, commissioners and supporters worldwide.

The annual One World Media Awards champions stories that demonstrate originality, creativity, 
and the potential to catalyse change. 

AIM: Encourage and recognise excellence in media coverage of developing countries that reinforces 
the importance of authentic and accurate narratives from and about developing countries. 
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WE CELEBRATE

Hosted this year by Channel 4’s Jon Snow, the prestigious 
One World Media Awards took place at BAFTA and saw 
some of the world’s finest journalists, reporters and 
filmmakers - both established and emerging - gather to 
celebrate the industry’s achievements.

Focused on highlighting the vital role journalists and 
filmmakers have in increasing cultural understanding 
and supporting equality and justice worldwide, the One 
World Media Awards have set an industry gold standard 
for media professionals reporting in, on and from the 
developing world.

“‘It’s an honour to be awarded the One World 
Media Special Award, this recognition will help us 
continue our work bringing independent media 
to our community in Syria in a very challenging 
environment.”

Abdulwareth Al Bakour, Radio Fresh 
Special Award Winner 2019

“‘Now, more than ever before the One World Media 
awards are so important to highlight the silent 
work of journalists reporting real life stories in a 
world of fake news. I feel privileged that my work 
has been selected.”

Guillermo Galdos, Channel 4 News - International 
Journalist of the Year Award Winner 2019


